Let’s Talk About It: Picturing America 

Objects of Art
Recommended Reading

The following works are recommended for those who would like to continue reading and discussing books on this theme. 

Bill Anthes and Nicholas Thomas, Native Moderns: American Indian Paintings, 1940-1960
Few people are aware of the history of American Indian artists in the modernist era. Ojibwe painter George Morrison and others are described in this book rich with illustrations. The book makes clear there has always been American Indian involvement—often significant—in mainstream American art.  

George Catlin, Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs, and Conditions of the North American Indians  

These journals from the nineteenth-century artist (available in full text online) tell of Catlin’s life among the various indigenous groups depicted in his paintings. Catlin’s notes are often tales of circumstances surrounding the creation of specific paintings; some recount the lives of the subjectsand, occasionally, describe their reaction to his work.  

Lise Erdrich (author) and Julie Buffalohead (illustrator), Sacajawea 

Meant for early readers but attractive to adults for its amazing artwork and well-researched text, this book creates an interesting context when juxtaposed with the Sans Arc ledger drawings and Catlin’s paintings. It’s the tribally informed story of Sacajawea, a figure second only to Pocahontas as the stereotypical American Indian maiden.  

Louise Erdrich, The Birchbark House series 
These three books, written from an Ojibwe perspective, were created as a counterpoint to the Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder. Rich narratives equal to those of Erdrich’s adult novels, these books reveal historical details of the lives of American Indians during the time the “settlers” were claiming homesteads on lands recently taken from tribes by the U.S. government. In terms of the Objects of Art series, the series is of further interest because the author is also illustrator.

Eric Ganswoth, ed., Sovereign Bones: New Native American Writing II 

This anthology of essays and creative fiction contains a number of statements on art, including the one that introduces this Objects of Art essay. 

Eric Gansworth, Half-Life of Cardio-Pulmonary Function
A noted collection of poetry, this book makes a fine companion to Evidence of Red, and is also an example of a mixed-media work. Gansworth’s illustrations give his poetry a narrative line, while his use of wampum patterns and other imagery reveals a particularly Iroquois aesthetic. 

Eric Gansworth, Extra Indians 

This new novel continues the theme of American Indian actors and their struggle with stereotype. Mysteries and story lines from Gansworth’s earlier novel, Mending Skins, are continued in this book. 

LeAnne Howe, Miko Kings 
The story of a postmistress, a ghost, and the first baseball teams in the Americas, this novel is at once spooky and historical. Again, as with works chosen for the Objects of Art series, Howe’s work treads a line between genres—in this case spoken word, collage-novel, and research essay. Along with Shell Shaker, Howe’s other work of fiction, this is a great “next book” for any reader who enjoyed the author’s powerful sensibility in Evidence of Red. 

Susan Power, Grass Dancer 

This novel tells the stories of several generations of Dakota and their Lakota relatives, shedding light on difficult periods such as those that resulted in the Sans Arc ledgers. Images of dance and the power of song play important roles in this saga. 

