Let’s Talk About It: Picturing America
Places in the Heart

Recommended Reading

The following works are recommended for those who would like to continue reading and discussing books on this theme.
Short Novel Series

Sarah Orne Jewett, The Country of the Pointed Firs

Set in the quaint seacoast village of Dunnett Landing, Maine, Jewett’s story depicts the quiet lives and carefully preserved traditions of the self-sufficient villagers in a late-nineteenth-century whaling community.

Edith Wharton, Ethan Frome

In his early fifties, the title character seems to have merged with “the mute melancholy landscape” of the isolated New England farm where he struggles to make a living, but twenty-four years earlier, Ethan had made a desperate attempt to escape his oppressive community and loveless marriage.

John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men
A haunting story set in Depression-era California of a young man’s loyalty to his slow-witted but good-hearted friend.


Larry McMurtry, The Last Picture Show

McMurtry’s coming-of-age story is set in the early 1950s in the small Texas town of Thalia, where community life revolves around high school football games, the local pool hall, and the picture show. 

Paul Auster, City of Glass

Part of The New York Trilogy, City of Glass opens with the detective novelist Daniel Quinn receiving a mysterious telephone call in the middle of the night, “with the voice on the other end asking for someone he was not”—in fact, asking for Paul Auster. Quinn’s efforts to unravel the mystery and protect the caller, whom he accepts as a client, lead him on extended ramblings through New York City in this clever detective story that probes the nature of identity.

Memoir Series

Mamie Garvin Fields, Lemon Swamp and Other Places: A Carolina Memoir 

In collaboration with her granddaughter, Karen Fields, begun in earnest when she was ninety years old, Mamie Fields offers a memorable account of the first sixty years of her life (1888-1948) in sharply segregated Charleston, South Carolina. 

Haven Kimmel, A Girl Named Zippy: Growing Up Small in Mooreland, Indiana
A warm, witty reminiscence of growing up in the 1960s and ’70s in a Midwest town of 300. 

Bobbie Ann Mason, Clear Springs: A Family Story
Spanning the twentieth century, three generations of Masons make a life on a small family farm in Clear Springs, Kentucky. 

Reynolds Price, Clear Pictures 

An engaging account of his childhood and adolescence by the distinguished North Carolina author.

James McBride: The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother 

McBride, an author, composer, and jazz saxophonist, tells of being raised as one of twelve children in a Brooklyn slum by a strong-willed, resourceful mother. 
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