
 
  

A Year-long Exploration of:  
What it Means to be Multiracial  

in a Monoracially Conceived World  



Thank you! 
• Marna Clowney 
• Mark Kamimura 
• Martin Knott  
• Helen Look 
• Darlene Nichols 
• Jasmine Palacki 
• Jeff Pearson 
• Charles Ransom 
• Eric Riley 
• Alexandra Rivera 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like to thank my wonderful colleagues who are engaged with these and other diversity issues.  The planning group for this series of programs has been a joy to work with!




Upcoming Series Events/Resources: 

•  Four films & discussions on interracial/ 
multiracial topics (see handout) 

• Multiracial student panel (Winter term) 
• Performance (Winter term) 
• Research Guide Highlighting Library and 

other Campus Resources 
 
 
 



Why Do This Series? 
• Creating community, sharing stories  
• Growing multiracial population in our country and on 

our campus 
• Growing interest in studying multiracial phenomena 
• Growing need for more inclusive research and teaching 

pedagogies that acknowledge intersecting identities 
• Growing pipeline of multiracial students, staff and 

faculty 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When I grew up, (I am biracial—my father, who is in the audience, was the first Black dean at the University of Michigan, and my mom, who passed away 13 years ago, was white).  When they married in the 1950s in Canada, over a dozen states still had anti-miscegenation laws on the books  Growing up, I didn’t know any other interracial kids, but 37 years later, when I had my son, and he attended the University’s Children’s Center, where 1/3 of the children were from mixed-race families!

The 2015 Pew Research Center report entitled Multiracial in America: Proud, Diverse and Growing in Numbers documents the growing number of interracial Americans. They find that 6.9% of all Americans eighteen years and older identify as being multiracial (p. 5).  At the University of Michigan, the number of undergraduate and graduate students identifying with two or more races has steadily risen.  Well over 1,000 students now identify as being more than one race!

In 2012, 3.1%, and in 2014 3.4% (897 undergraduates) of students identified as being multiracial, while in 2014, 2.9% of graduate students identified as being multiracial (233 graduate students) (Office of the Registrar, 2015). 




Pipeline… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ProQuest Dissertations – number of dissertations on interracial/biracial/multiracial topics (note 2010-2019 data was pulled in 11/2014, today, the bar matches the whole last decade—25,000).



Established Scholars… 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
WorldCat – materials relating to “interracial/biracial/multiracial”  Again, 2010-2019 data from 2014, today
2010-16 = 2507 books; over 5,000 things total—we’ve already exceeded the whole last decade and still have 4 more years to go in this decade!



Today’s Panelists: 

Martha Jones 
• Associate chair of the Department of Afroamerican and 

African Studies  
• Professor of History and Afroamerican and African 

Studies 
• Member of the Law School's Affiliated LSA Faculty 
• Co-director of the Michigan Law Program in Race, Law 

& History and the Law in Slavery and Freedom Project 
• Her scholarly interests include the history of race, 

citizenship, slavery, and the rights of women in the 
United States and the Atlantic world. 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the 2015 MLK Day observance last January, Dr. Jones presented on the legal history of interracialism in the U.S., 
In addition to her many scholarly publications, she is a regular contributor to the Huffington Post, Chronicle of Higher Education, twitter, YouTube, etc. and a robust user of social media in service of social justice.
Received her JD from City Univ of New York,  Ph.D. in history from Columbia Univ.



Mark Kamimura 
• Director, Graduate Student Success, Rackham 

Graduate School.  
• Dr. Kamimura’s research examines the 

transition from high school to college, and the 
college experience for multiracial students. 

 

Today’s Panelists: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mark Kamimura-Jimenez, Director of Graduate Student Success
Mark Kamimura-Jimenez is the Director of GSS for the Rackham Graduate School. In this role he is responsible for the development of programs to support academic and professional success, and enhance the quality of student life, of a highly diverse population of Master’s and Ph.D. students. He received his B.A. in Social Science from the University of California, Irvine; M.A. from Columbia University in Organization and Leadership; and Ph.D. from U-M in Higher Education and Public Policy.

Multiracial college students: Understanding interpersonal self-concept in the first year




Edward West 
• Thurnau Professor of Art and Design 
• Professor West’s photographic work examines 

the lives and experiences of multiracial people  
• His recent exhibit and publication, So Called, 

drew from his travels around the world 
photographing multiracial people 
 

Today’s Panelists: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So Called, a photography series by award-winning artist and U-M professor Edward West, is a transnational project about multi-ethnic identities in three locations: Honolulu, Hawaii, Havana, Cuba and Cape Town, South Africa. The series includes photographic portraits of individuals drawn from these communities and focuses on the issue of race, specifically the mixing of races and its social complexities. While the mixing of races has long been a consequence of diasporic/nomadic history, we have only recently found a place in our cultural imaginary for a fuller representation of these collective and individual identities and destinies.  

A practicing artist for more than 30 years, Edward West's creative work includes photography, collage, and installation. His exhibitions include installations at the Smithsonian Institution, the Detroit Institute of Arts, the Brooklyn Museum of Art, the Museum of Contemporary Photography in Chicago, the Art Institute of Chicago, the Rose Art Museum in Boston, the Honolulu Academy of Arts, the Corcoran Gallery of American Art, and the University of Michigan Museum of Art.  Professor West received his MFA from the Rochester Institute of Technology, 1973 B.A. (Art History), Lake Forest College, 1971
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